THE  NET GAIN                          24!
triotic devotee. But the policy to be pursued is more com-
monly justified on some such moral grounds as indicated,
rather than as an impulsive onset of sportsmanlike pa-
triotism. And the outcome is the same in either case; it is
an admirably singleminded devotion to the ascendancy of
the Imperial State.
Something has already been said of the economic policy
pursued by the Imperial government. This policy has been
much commended for the benefits it has conferred on the
German people. No doubt, much of this commendation is
an uncritical laudation of success; and earlier passages of
this inquiry have shown reasons for believing that this in-
dustrial success has in part been due to circumstances not
connected with the State or its policy. But after all due al-
lowance for adventitious circumstances there doubtless re-
mains much to be credited to the government's policy. A
critical scrutiny will probably bring into relief the meritori-
ous deeds of omission and riddance that should be credited
to the Empire, but the Imperial policy is by no means with-
out merit on the side of its deeds of commission also.
The economic policy of the Empire has not run the same
throughout its course, although it has consistently aimed at
warlike power throughout. In its earlier period, the admin-
istration of Bismarck, the aim seems to have been warlike
security rather than Imperial expansion; since the present
reign it has, with fair consistency, been the latter. But
throughout the Imperial era the material fortunes of the
nation have consistently been furthered and conserved for
the ulterior end of warlike power. To this end it has been